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When planning your project, you need to think about how each element relates to your main idea.  

Field of Study: Environmental and Energy
Goal of your project: (include why your research/project is important to your field; how is it going to enhance you as an individual) 
My research is important because before I can make the everyday person aware of the issue of where America’s electronic waste goes, I must be an expert on the topic as well. Many Americans may already be aware of the concept of electronic waste, but most do not know that electronic waste is sent to developing countries where it poisons the women and children who burn out the valuable metals for money. 
Potential Committee Members: (Who would help enhance your project?) 
· Mrs. Greer (teacher), Mrs. Cambell (possibly)
· Mrs. Lacks (advisor)

· Jim Puckett (community supervisor) – executive director of the Basel Action Network

Research Question: (What are you trying to prove, or contribute to your field?) 

How does the disposal of America’s electronic waste affect the people and environments of China, India, and Ghana?

Action: (event, internship – where, why?) 

E-waste art show, possibly in Norfolk because there are many art facilities there. – People are unlikely to attend an event based solely around recycling. This event could appeal to peoples’ sympathy towards humanity, mainly the humans who suffer trying to make a living burning valuable metals out of old electronics.

Target Date: (when and why then?) 
Mid-late January because it takes a lot of planning to organize an art show, specifically one that requires a heated indoor setting. Also, I want the event to take place before any exams start.
Action’s Connectivity to Research: 
By appealing to peoples’ senses of empathy for others through art, it’s more effective at bringing attention to the cause than a ‘day of recycling’. An art show focusing on the people affected by our waste/ the waste in general will add the human element to the situation that will spark interest.

Beneficiaries: (Who, besides you, will benefit from your project?)
Hopefully, I will be able to reach the part of the populace who isn’t as knowledgeable/ educated on the topic of the ramifications of mishandled electronic waste.
Support: (What organizations might you seek out for support or to benefit?)
· Basel Action Network
· International Electronics Recovery Coalition (IERC)

Publicity/Marketing: (How will you specifically market your event, or market yourself to get an internship?) 
I may have to ask permission from public buildings to display posters, brochures, and/or flyers (that I create) to advertise the event. I could make a webpage with all the information as well.

Cost Analysis: (What do you specifically need to buy to make your action happen?  How much will it cost you?)
The whole project/ event wouldn’t cost over $200. This would include the cost of the venue, and depending on the venue, if I would have to pay for display tables and chairs.

Community Service Element: (In what additional ways will you contribute to your community?) 
The service I’m preforming is informing the public of a cause through a medium in which they find entertaining and informative. 

Sustainability: 

Hopefully I’ll be able to pass on this idea to an upcoming senior for their project next year. Maybe it could become a Tallwood tradition as the importance of both technology and the environment grow. 

Reflection: 

What I would like to see happen is that the public comes away from the experience with more knowledge of the subject than when they first came. Part of the reason this problem is still a problem is that people assume when they recycle, they are doing a good thing and that everything else will be taken care of. Unfortunately, there is a lot more involved in the process that people need to know about. They also need to know which recyclers are certified and of organizations that are solving this problem.  
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